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South Asia Sub-Regional Meeting of the CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE)
5-7 March 2013, Kathmandu
Day 1, 5 March

-Welcome by Dr. Arjun Karki, RRN President & International Co-ordinator, LDC Watch
-Introduction of all delegates.
-Adoption of agenda by delegates.

Session 1: Presentation by Ms. Azra Sayeed on “Situation at the Global Level: Presentation of the Busan Partnership and its implication on the work of CSOs”

· The definition of donors was discussed. It is not limited to Oxfam or anything of the like, but the real donors are the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) countries.
· A new dimension to donor countries is the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa).
· Power dynamics between the recipient countries and the donors have to be recognised.
· Southern leadership has to be recognised. 
Session 2: Presentation by Ms. Azra Sayeed on “Introduction to GPEDC and other areas of engagements of civil society”
Open floor for questions and remarks:
· A relationship has been built with the OECD, and hence they are listening to us regarding our grievances as civil society.  Civil society is also pushing for “inside” representation. 
· The civil society platform for development effectiveness is a relatively new network.

· The necessity to reconsider the right terminology: aid is not “aid”, it is compensation.

· It is important for civil society to engage with country governments to have effective implementation of development programmes as well as to influence donor agenda.

· It is important to decrease the knowledge gap of information between governments and struggling civil society at the grassroots level. 
· Civil society must not always criticise the government; we must also acknowledge their pro-poor interventions. And, civil society should be self-critical as well. 

· Development effectiveness has a different definition among civil society, donors and governments. It has a political angle and it is vital to understand this dynamics. Hence, the re-balance of power between the North and the South is the call of the day. 

· There is no question of co-option as long as civil society has their own agenda and focus clear.
Session 3: Overview of CPDE by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus 

Open floor for questions and remarks:

· It is important to delivery democracy within our own institutions.
· The global council of CPDE is large with 48 representatives from global, regional and sub-regional levels. Each has different levels of representation and there are 4 co-chairs. 
· The targets are based on the CPDE draft prepared in Busan. There is sectoral representation from the rural sector, labour and women sectors. There is also a proposal to include other sectors like indigenous groups, the youth and migrants. 

· The CPDE is funded by a consortium of donors from the northern countries such as CIDA, DFID and others. 
· It is important to recognise strategic positions and the right people to talk about our agenda. 
· Faith-based organisations have become an integral part of development.

· Country ownership has to be identified. 

Session 4: Updates from the Asia region by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus: Summary of the CPDE consultations in Asia and the Pacific and in the sub-regions. 
Open floor for questions and remarks:

· The labour consultations are still in process. Women and rural consultations have been discussed in brief. 
· The evolution of CPDE is a process. Firstly, it was envisaged as an open forum, and the process has been a cautious step towards effective engagement. 
· Ecological agriculture and regeneration of Mother Earth are important points that have to be involved in this discussion. 

· Session 5: Break-out into country groups
Country presentations by:

· Bangladesh

· Nepal 

· India

· Sri Lanka and Maldives

· Pakistan

Day 2, 6 March
- Recap of Day 1
Session 6: Presentation by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus: Basics of Country Work: Role of CSOs in the Implementation of Busan Principles
Open floor for questions and remarks:

· A process is being led to set indicators regarding the Busan committee.
· The government and donors from various countries signed the Busan Partnership. However, there are debates on how to implement this commitment. 

· There is always a scope to invite government or donor representatives to our consultations, but usually they do not come or junior officials are sent who cannot answer to our queries. 

· There is a difference between educated civil society and grassroots social movements. Hence it is critical to engage the latter groups into our movements. 
· 7 processes that can be suggested in response to Busan Principles: 

1) Heal the earth: to recover and restore, instead of growth and development.
2) Recover the regenerative ability of nature.

3) Enrich nature, not exploit.

4) Consider sharing than trade for profit. 

5) Bottom-up development approach.

6) Include excluded groups in global planning. 

7) Suggest and demand these processes to be adopted as methodology for discussions at community, regional and global levels.

· Grassroots organisations are being marginalised because they do not have modern or necessary infrastructure. 

· Government can stop funds hindering the work of civil society if the latter highlights sensitive issues such labour. E.g. in Bangladesh 

· Development aid is different than military aid. We are only discussing development assessments in this platform but we can articulate that we as civil society share different aspects of development aid. 

· It is important to see which social movements are truly representing the people. It is also important to see up to what extent such social movements raise their voices. 
· Civil society organisations must engage people in their movements. Moreover, they must not take credit for the results, but should give credit to people. Only then, will social movements be successful. 
· There is difference between Northern and Southern civil society. We require the same kind of engagement as the Northern civil society. 
· We have to make sure we reduce criticism regarding civil society as well, by being more transparent and accountable in our functioning. 
· Language can be a huge barrier for social movements. Grassroots civil society should not be excluded in platforms like the CPDE. Solidarity is imperative. 

· It is important to engage media in our movements to have our governments’ attention. Media can play an instrumental role to reach out to the donors and governments as well. 
Session 7: Presentation by Ms. Azra Sayeed: Policy Advocacy: Key Issues, Global and Regional Policy Positions and Advocacy Strategy
Open floor for questions and remarks:

· Capitalism has evolved into neo-liberalism. Northern states are supporting the multi-national corporations (MNCs) and extracting as much as they can. The response is in understanding co-option in a different way. How far do we want to engage is the burning question of the day? 
· NGOs are also beneficiaries of private sector. There is no harm in recognising that and we must discuss on the extent to which we oppose or disagree with corporate social responsibility (CSR).
· We should not blindly support the donor agency agenda, we should know whether these are pro-poor or not. Also participation from grassroots level will not succeed if participation is not recognised in decision-making forums. 

· South-South Cooperation (SSC) and North-South cooperation should also be critically analysed. 
· We are against the privatisation of profits while having nationalisation of losses. 

· We should make use of peoples’ platform like the People’s SAARC to further our cause. 

· There are many problems but we have to strategise and prioritise our problems. 

Session 8: Presentation by Mr. Jodel Dacara, APRN: CSO Development Effectiveness: Presentation and discussion of Istanbul Principles, Siem Reap Concensus and other key issues
Open floor for questions and remarks:
· The working group of Busan Committee is yet to finalise a monitoring mechanism for the CSOs.
· We should strengthen our country systems because most governments are corrupt. Advocacy more with governments than donors.
· Grassroots organisations are accountable to their people.
· The issue of environment is integral to the livelihoods of the indigenous groups. 
Session 9: Presentation by Mr. Jodel Dacara, APRN: Enabling Environment: Presentation and Discussion of Key Issues
Open floor for questions and remarks:
· We should reinforce our claim to ‘enabling environment.’
· An enabling environment is where there is full protection in the context of human rights.
· There was a suggestion to have an international monitoring body to provide yearly country-wise ranking on enabling environment. 
· Monitoring mechanisms are being set to ensure the inclusion of grassroots organisations.
· Indigenous groups should not be excluded.
· Enabling environment has a different definition in the context of HIV. 
Workshop 2: Planning: Expected Output: Country Plans on CPDE Implementation. 

Day 3, 7 March
· Recap of Day 2
· Condolence message observing the death of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez prepared by Mr. Sarath Fernando, unanimously accepted by all delegates.

· Country presentations regarding country plans on CPDE Implementation.
Open floor for questions and remarks:

· Common training materials can be used for common issues. Such common issues should be dealt through a common exercise than taking it up in different countries. 
· The seven points approach as stated by Mr. Sarath should be given sufficient attention. We can take helpful guidelines to make our issues successful from works of prominent development pioneers such as Dr. Vandana Shiva. 

· Labour and gender should be reflected in our issues. 

· It is important to simplify or demystify our language so that our efforts are inclusive to all.
· We can create a common group for marginalised communities with whom we share similarities country-wise.

· There should be a sub-regional plan for our issues.

· We need to reach policy makers inside the country and big institutions outside our countries as well for enabling environment. 

· SAARC and People’s SAARC can be utilised as vital connections. We can re-assess what kind of SAARC policies would enable our region.

· It is imperative to recognise women as development and economic agents. We can demand SAARC and People’s SAARC for universal social security.
· As a regional group we need to have regional strategies. We should try to build synergies with our struggles. We should bring up such issues at SAARC and People’s SAARC, and raise our voices as regional platform.

· Suggestions to prepare reports of the seminar to send to respective Ministries and governments of our countries, and embassies who is giving us aid. 
· Another suggestion was to inform respective Ministries that a sub-regional forum has been created. We can then solicit a round of our recommendations and pick a few major ones from the proceedings. Then, we can send those selected demands to the Ministries.  
Session 10: Presentation by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus: South Asia Sub-Regional Structure

Session 11: Selection/Confirmation of Sub-Regional and National Structures of CPDE, facilitated by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus
Open floor for questions and remarks:


· Consultations of the rural and women sectors have been conducted. Names have been proposed for respective representatives. The labour sector representative is yet to be finalised. 

· Global structure is almost in place while the regional and sub-regional processes are ongoing. Global forum has 4 co-chairs. We are pushing for wider representations at country level. We need to monitor and change aid as it happens now in the context of how we want it to be.
· Ms. Azra is the interim South Asia focal person and is nominated to be the Asia-Pacific focal person. 
· There should be scope for alternative members in light of unavailability problems due to health or time constraints. 
· In cases where there is no clear person in mind, then there is an option to nominate an organisation but on condition that they will send the name of the person. 
· Based on the results from their consultations, women sector representatives will be shared. 

· Countries decided to nominate country focal persons:
· Bangladesh: Rezaul Karim
· India: Shubha Chacko
· Nepal: Arjun Karki
· Pakistan: Azra Syed
· Sri Lanka: Sarath Fernando
· Maldives: NGO Federation representative
· Women Sector:
· Bangladesh: Ami Afsana Chaudhary
· India: Sajal, Anandi
· Nepal: Shobha Gautam

· Pakistan: Muniza

· Sri Lanka: Shireen Sitara

· Maldives: awaiting recommendation
· Afghanistan: Masuda Jalal
· Bhutan and Iran” awaiting recommendation
· Proposal from India to have Indigenous focal person as Mr. Anthony.

· Afghanistan delegates could not attend due to technical reasons. 
· A slot for fishery sector was suggested at all levels.
· The Asian Secretariat was suggested to find out people engaged in consultations from countries like Afghanistan and Iran, and then send those lists of names to organisations that have contacts in these countries. This could help them facilitate the process in their respective countries, instead of doing something on an ad hoc basis.

·  There has to be a separate sector for youth and migrant workers. However, there are time and resource constraints. 
· South Asia focal person nominated by countries:
· India: Chennaiah Poguri 
· Sri Lanka: Arjun Karki

· Nepal: Arjun Karki

· Bangladesh: Ahmed Swapan and proposal to create 2 seats for alternates
· Pakistan: Chennaiah Poguri
· Maldives: Arjun Karki

Based on the country votes, Arjun Karki was elected as Sub-Regional South Asia focal person.
Session 12: Agreement/Finalisation of the Communiqué: Facilitated by Ms Myrna A. Maglahus
Open floor for questions and remarks:
· A Coordinating Committee (CC) body is in place. All the country representatives have also been chosen. So the CC can operate as a body, hold Skype meetings and decide how to go about regarding the Secretariat.
· Nepal is going to be the focal point of South Asia, so it was agreed that the Secretariat should be based in Rural Reconstruction Nepal for better coordination.

· The sub-regional committee will discuss on the Secretariat and set a date for their meeting.

· The South Asia coordinating committee comprises of the South Asia focal person, country focal persons and the representatives from the different sectors. 

· The drafting team is expected to prepare the draft of the Declaration by 13th of March and send it to RRN, and RRN will circulate it to all participants. 

· The minutes of the CC will be shared by country representatives with country groups. 
· South Asia Secretariat can create a South Asia mailing list for better communication and coordination among all participants. 
South Asia Sub-Regional Meeting of the CPDE closed.
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