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The Reality of Aid Network

The Reality of Aid Network exists to promote national and international policies that 
contribute to new and effective strategies for poverty eradication built on solidarity and 
equity. Established in 1993, the Reality of Aid is a collaborative, non-profit initiative, 
involving non-governmental organisations from North and South.

The Reality of Aid publishes regular, reliable reports on international development 
cooperation and the extent to which governments, North and South, address the extreme 
inequalities of income and the structural, social and political injustices that entrench 
people in poverty. 

The network has been publishing reports and Reality Checks on aid and development 
cooperation since 1993.

These reports provide a critical analysis of how governments address the issues of poverty 
and whether aid and development cooperation policies are put into practice.

The Reality of Aid Project Management Committee is made up of regional representatives 
of all participating agencies.
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Preface

The aid effectiveness agenda for reform of aid quality has evolved progressively since 
commitments were made for donor harmonisation in the first High Level Forum in 2002 
in Rome. A more comprehensive approach was adopted in the Paris Declaration at the 
second High Level Forum in 2005, but these reforms remained limited to technocratic 
approaches for efficiency in aid management and delivery.

Even then Reality of Aid reports challenged the reform agenda, calling for an end to 
conditionality in its 2002 Report and proposing a comprehensive range of reforms in 
aid governance in its 2004 Report. Towards the 2008 High Level Forum in Accra, an 
even broader platform of organizations both from rich and poor countries called for 
a more thoroughgoing reform of development cooperation. Civil society organisations 
(CSOs) at the Accra Forum made a strong call for development effectiveness as a new 
agenda for reform that went deeper and way beyond the management parameters of aid 
effectiveness. 

The Accra High Level Forum responded to the proposals and challenges presented 
by CSOs, developing countries and other aid actors, resulting in the Accra Agenda 
for Action (AAA). The AAA deepened to some degree the understanding of aid 
effectiveness and broadened its scope to include civil society and parliamentarians, 
besides other actors, as well as to encompass South-South cooperation with its unique 
approaches and contributions to development. 

But a thoroughgoing reform of the development cooperation system remains largely 
incomplete and undefined. This 2010 Reality of Aid Report demonstrates that 
implementation of aid effectiveness reforms for management and delivery under the 
Paris Declaration and the Accra Agenda for Action are far from optimal at country 
level. Furthermore, the severe fragmentation of cooperation efforts and the dichotomies 
of North-South and South-South cooperation perpetuate ineffectiveness and anti-
development power relationships. A more comprehensive and equitable approach 
to development cooperation is urgently required. All stakeholders must embrace 
development effectiveness as a “third reform agenda” focusing on results to achieve 
the goals of poverty reduction and human rights-based development. In doing so, 
these reforms should address the urgency of policy coherence for development, with 
a renewed development cooperation architecture that promotes the centrality of the 
poor and their developing countries in the aid system through equality and mutuality in 
development cooperation.
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Reports

The fourth High Level Forum (HLF4) in Busan, South Korea in 2011 presents a unique 
opportunity for these reforms. But the objectives for HLF4 will have to reach beyond 
taking stock of the achievements and shortcomings of the Paris/Accra aid effectiveness 
reforms and the need to press forward on these earlier reforms. The challenge and 
opportunity for Busan is a new political agreement, a “Busan Declaration”, which 
establishes a development effectiveness framework for aid effectiveness reform and sets 
the path for the construction of an equitable, inclusive and progressive architecture for 
development cooperation, possibly towards a new United Nations (UN) Convention on 
Development Effectiveness.

This 2010 Reality of Aid Report articulates Southern and Northern civil society 
perspectives through the lens of development effectiveness. It draws from the rich 
experience of CSOs in 30 countries, revealing the problems and potentials of remaining 
in narrow aid effectiveness approaches, and pointing to the needed transformation in 
development cooperation to achieve poverty reduction, human rights, social justice and 
sustainable development. 

The Reality of Aid Network focuses on those aspects of development effectiveness 
relevant to achieving genuine aid effectiveness, while acknowledging that the totality 
of development in all its economic, political, social and cultural aspects is expansive. 
However development cooperation and assistance do play catalytic roles in hastening 
development, and in certain countries can be central to reducing poverty and achieving 
development goals. 

This Report seeks to provide rigorous analysis for challenging accustomed notions in aid 
and development cooperation, as well as suggest practical measures for moving forward 
on urgent reforms. Its proposals are addressed to government and non-government 
stakeholders at international, national and even community levels. We hope it helps 
guide what will certainly be a complex process as well as stimulate thinking in further 
creative and productive directions.
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